
2016 U.S. Brig Niagara Sailing Programs: 

Tuesday, May 10 through Wednesday June 1: History Under Sail: 

College-level program focusing on the fundamentals of square-rig seamanship and comparative public 

history.  Program begins and ends in Erie, PA, and will include sailing voyages to the major maritime 

museums and monuments of Lake Erie.  College credit is available through partnering institutions, but 

participants are not required to be actively enrolled college students. 

Wednesday, June 8 through Wednesday, June 22: Exploring the Great Lakes, First Session: 

A program for ages 14 to 18, beginning and ending in Erie, PA, and including a voyage to Put-In-Bay, OH 

for the island’s Maritime Heritage Festival.  Curriculum will focus on the fundamentals of square-rig 

seamanship and developing the skills and personal qualities to meet the challenges of life onboard a 

ship. 

Thursday, June 29 through Sunday, July 17: Exploring the Great Lakes, Second Session: 

A program for ages 14 to 18, beginning and ending in Erie, PA, and including Independence Day 

festivities in Erie, PA and a voyage to a Lake Erie port.  Curriculum will focus on the fundamentals of 

square-rig seamanship and developing the skills and personal qualities to meet the challenges of life 

onboard a ship. 

Monday, July 18 through Thursday, August 4: Maritime Academy Program: 

A program for cadets age 14 to 18 at maritime academies, and maritime-focused high schools, focusing 

on developing seamanship skills and providing experiences that are directly relevant to careers in the 

maritime trades.  The program begins in Bay City, MI and concludes in Green Bay, WI. 

Thursday, August 4 through Sunday, August 21: College Environmental Science Field School: 

Our seventh Environmental Science Field School is a multi-disciplinary experience incorporating marine 

sciences, underwater archaeology, and square-rig seamanship, and in past years has contributed 

leading-edge research on micro-bead pollution in the Great Lakes.  The Program will begin in Green Bay, 

WI and conclude in Duluth, MN and will include a transit of the pristine Lake Superior.  College credit is 

available through partnering institutions, but participants are not required to be actively enrolled 

college students. 

Sunday August 21 through Sunday, September 11: Individual Trainee Program: 

This three week period is available to any interested individual, age 16 or older, with no upper age limit.  

The program begins in Duluth, MI and ends in Erie, PA, with our triumphant homecoming at Tall Ships 

Erie 2016.  The prevailing westerly winds at this latitude should ensure that this 1,000 mile passage is 

largely downwind or on a beam reach – in other words, excellent sailing.  We anticipate that the roster 

for this program in particular will fill up well in advance. 


